
Towards a National Extension Policy for 

Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries 

The Ford Foundation has awarded Phuhlisani a grant to work with the Depart-

ment of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries (DAFF) and key role players in the 

three sectors to develop a new national policy to shape the future of extension 

and advisory services in South Africa. 

We seek to draw on the rich experience of farmers, foresters and fishers as well 

as public and private sector extension and research specialists, tertiary institu-

tions and development NGOs.  We would like to hear your ideas about the cur-

rent state of extension and advisory services in South Africa and how you think 

they should change. Please accept this invitation to join a national conversation 

around these questions: 

 What should be the key objectives of state extension policy? 

 What should be at the top of the agriculture, forestry and fisheries  

research agendas? 

 How should extension and advisory services be revitalised and better inte-

grated to meet the needs of the agriculture, forestry and fisheries sectors? 

 Should the primary focus of the state extension services be on developing 

the smallholder agriculture, forestry and fisheries to reduce poverty and 

diversify livelihoods?  Or are there other priorities? 

 Should the State be expanding public sector extension and research ser-

vices or creating an environment which extends the reach of universities, 

the private sector, NGO and farmer to farmer extension providers? 

 What extension approaches for agriculture, forestry and fisheries will be 

most  efficient, effective and sustainable in the South African context? 

 What can we learn from the experience of other countries in Africa, Latin 

America and Asia? 

What is your position? Share your ideas about the essential focus of extension 

policy in South Africa and suggest practical ways to improve extension and  

research for development.  

You can track the policy development process at www.extensionpolicy.za.net  

You can also register on the website to participate in online discussions and face 

to face events to become directly involved in identifying policy options.  

To find out more  go to 

www.extensionpolicy.za.net   

Phone 021 685-1118 

Email: rick@phuhlisani.co.za 

Facilitating policy dialogue 

http://www.phuhlisani.com/
http://www.extensionpolicy.za.net/

